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Life is a Mystery: A History Without Answers 
 
 
Life is a mystery. It rhymes with history, which rhymes with kiss and 
something else. 
 
Life is a mystery because when I try to figure out how the toad turned gold 
then climbed the door to my doorknob and hung there as I went in and 
out as if his feet were made of tape and he was more beautiful than even 
a flame tree in summer, I can't. 
 
Life is a mystery because here I am all warm-bodied and there is a perfect 
gardenia not ten feet from my house, emitting fumes of love and I can't 
decide if God sent me the gardenia because he wants me to have a sweet 
day or because I might die today and he knows how much I love 
gardenias.  
 
She waits by the window next to the statue of Mary recast as the Virgin of 
Guadalupe. She waits by the window but stares down the hallway where 
Christ once hung at the end of the long corridor. She cancels her Netflix 
subscription.  
 
They wander around the room wearing blankets. The dogs follow them 
like furry shadows. The sliding glass windows are open just in case they 
are forced into submission. They're writing on the walls with blue crayons 
and then they take a nap on the sofa next to the window next to the 
statue of Mary as Guadalupe.  
 
Life is a mystery. The man in the house waits for the man of the house to 
reveal the kind of man he will become outside of the house when the man 
comes to take him to the movies or the store. He enters the room.  
 
Life is a mystery, so they say, but I say life is a big moon and all we have 
to do is fly there on our dinosaur bones and we can turn around and see 
everything clearly. Life is a mystery up close, it's true, but from far away, 
it looks exactly like the door to a great Chinese restaurant.  
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